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Grass greener for Bramley Lawn

“Social 
justice and 
equality.”

Salveson

A new social space offering 
pastimes for older people has 
opened in Leeds following 
several years of fundraising.

Bramley Lawn – a former 
council-run day centre closed 
amid budget cuts – is being 
given a new lease of life by staff 
and volunteers from Bramley 
Elderly Action (BEA), which has 
taken it over.

BEA – which celebrates its 
20th anniversary this year 
– was offered the lease for a 
peppercorn sum but had to raise 
over £50,000 to get the building 
up to scratch. 

Now the centre in Bramley, 
West Leeds, has opened initially 
for three days a week – with 
opportunities for learning, fun 
and socialising.

Men’s session
Activities are being developed 
in consultation with members 
and include a Saturday men’s 
session, where participants 
can read the newspapers, 
watch sporting highlights and 
chat while enjoying a bacon 
butty. They can also have their 
hair trimmed in a space that 
resembles a traditional barber’s 
shop, and will have access to 
a minibus and driver to go on 
trips of their own choosing.

Creative activities include 
plate spinning, conductive-
thread embroidery, digital 
photography and web and social 
media classes. The activities are 
designed to blend traditional 
skills with contemporary ideas 
and are led by teachers and 
artists from Leeds. 

The garden will be wheelchair 
accessible, with raised flower 
and veg beds, and seats so that 
members in wheelchairs or 
with reduced mobility can tend 
them. And there will be singing 
sessions aimed at people with 
memory problems or dementia.

‘Up for it’ 
Barbara Dixon, a volunteer 
with BEA, was chair of the 
fundraising committee, whose 
five or six members were 
all aged 70-plus. Backers 
include the Constance Green 

Foundation, which offered 
£3,000 towards a new kitchen. 

Dixon said. “It’s a chance 
for people to broaden their 
horizons, get out more and 
try new things like using the 
internet. You’d be surprised 
how up for it people are in 
later life – you don’t just stop 
wanting to learn and have 
fun because you’ve reached a 
certain age. People aged 60-90 
have lots to contribute to the 
world and we hope Bramley 
Lawn will help them fulfil some 
of their hopes.”

Lee Ingham, manager of BEA, 
added: “Bramley Lawn will 
aim to tackle social isolation, 
shake up perceptions of what 
older people can and want to 
contribute to society, and create 
new types of activities.”

CIARA LEEMING

Bramley Lawn has reopened as a centre for West Leeds elderly people after years of fundraising

A former Kirklees Labour 
councillor has become the first 
candidate at the 2015 general 
election for Yorkshire First, a 
new party that campaigns for 
devolution to the region.

Paul Salveson represented the 
Golcar ward in the Colne Valley 
constituency until stepping 
down last year, and recently left 
the Labour Party.

He will now try to unseat 
Colne Valley’s Conservative MP 
Jason McCartney in next year’s 
general election.

Yorkshire First says that 
with a population bigger than 
Scotland the time is ripe for a 
Yorkshire parliament similar to 
the Scottish Parliament, Welsh 
National Assembly and the 
London Assembly. 

Yorkshire First was launched 
ahead of the 2014 European 
election, when it gained 1.5 per 
cent of total votes. It intends 
standing in half of the Yorkshire 
and Humber seats in 2015. 

It believes that if Yorkshire 
has greater control over its own 
resources this will lead to better 
decision making on economic 
affairs and generate additional 
finance for social spending. 

Salveson, a visiting professor 

New regional political party selects first candidate for general election
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